Head is praised as number of pupils at Crays Hill increases 


Traveller 
signs of 


A BELEAGUERED school 
attended almost exclusive- 
ly by travellers has shown 
signs of improvement, the 
Echo can reveal. 

Education bosses have 
reduced support to Crays 
Hill Primary School, which 
has just one non- traveller 
pupil, because of the turn- 
around. 

It has also been removed 
from a list of schools “caus- 
ing concern” to Essex 
County Council. 

Confidential minutes of a 
cross service meeting held 
on February 27, released 
under the Freedom of 


< TU 

is By jon Austin 

Political reporter 

Information Act, explain the 
school has moved from more 
intense county council level 
one support to level two 
because of “positive 
improvements”. 

There will now be no more 
meetings with the various 
education departments for 
the school, which once had 
about 200 pupils. 

According to the report, 51 
children are on the roll - up 
16 on previous levels - 
although attendance, which 
has been as low as 75 per 
cent, is still an issue. 


school shows 
improvement 


Procedures to challenge 
absence and take legal 
action against parents are 
being developed, the report 
said. 

Chairman of governors 
Don Morris said: “We have a 
first class head in Sulan 
Goodwin, who is doing a 
superb job. 

“It was always going to 
take time for her to turn 
things around, but I am cer- 
tain she will make a big suc- 
cess of the school. 

“Improving the standard 
of education has been one of 
the keys. 

“I think that when people 
realise the situation is 


improving, more parents 
might consider sending chil- 
dren there.” 

The report stated: 
“Noticeable contentment in 
the children is significantly 
due to the headteacher’s 
commitment to the school. 

“The new teaching assis- 
tant has significantly con- 
tributed to the progress.” 

There are now three par- 
ent governors, including 
Dale Farm travellers 
Richard Sheridan and 
Kathleen McCarthy, and 
plans for more recruiting. 

Mr Sheridan said he was 
delighted it had been recog- 
nised that things were 


improving. Special needs 
teaching has improved read- 
ing and mathematics, an 
education welfare officer has 
been appointed and new staff 
could be recruited. 

The only major problem 
reported is a child protection 
issue, which is under investi- 
gation. 

Despite the news, former 
governors who removed 
their children in 2004 remain 
sceptical. 

Kim Gandy said: “There 
may be 51 children on the 
roll, but this does not tally up 
with the abysmal number of 
children seen going to the 
school each day.” 


Governors defensive 
over lifts to school 


RESIDENTS have hit out 
after a staff member at Crays 
Hill Primary School was 
spotted giving lifts to trav- 
eller pupils at taxpayers’ 
expense. 

Judy Embling, the schools 
community liason officer, 
has been spotted picking up 
children from the Dale Farm 
unauthorised camp, less 
than a mile from the school 
in Oak Lane. 

Former governor Sally 
Aungier said: “I have seen 
her with a few children in 
the car on several occasions. 

“It has been in the morn- 
ing on the way to school or 
even at lunchtimes taking 


kids to the local shop. These 
trips are claimed for on 
expenses which is paid for by 
the taxpayers. 

“It is not the sort of thing I 
have ever known go on at any 
other school.” 

A spokesman for the 
school governors confirmed 
lifts had been given to stu- 
dents. 

He said: "The school does 
not have a policy of giving 
lifts to pupils. 

“In line with her responsi- 
bilities, the school’s commu- 
nity liaison officer has, in 
exceptional circumstances, 
arranged for a pupil to be 
transported to the school. 


“We reimburse any mem- 
ber of staff who incurs out- 
of-pocket expenses, subject to 
financial regulations.” 

He added: “This would 
apply to home visits, atten- 
dance at training sessions, 
visits to other schools on 
legitimate school business 
and so on. 

“Of course, all expenditure 
must be agreed in advance 
and is subject to approval 
through the line manage- 
ment system set out in the 
regulations. 

“It is disheartening that 
the school is again forced to 
defend itself against a dis- 
torted version of events.” 
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